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South Caucasus English
Teachers Interact to Build
Stronger Professional
Networks

Gozal Aliyeva (Baku school #220), Nana
Zaldastanishvili (Thbilisi school #53), and Gayane
Yeghiazaryan (Yerevan school # 172) participate
in a “Games as Interactive Tasks” activity.

On December 9 through December 11,
2004, over 30 English language teachers from
Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia convened in
Thilisi for “Changing Classrooms, Changing
Interactions,” the Second English Language
Teachers Networking Event hosted jointly by
Project Harmony and the British Council. The
conference allowed for discussion of current
changes in methodologies and the sharing of
strategies for interactive teaching with cross-
regional colleagues.

Representatives from the Armenian, Azeri,
and Georgian English Teachers Associations
attended the conference, as did Peace Corps
volunteers and English Language Fellows from
each country. Over 20 educators presented in
concurrent sessions and Andy Keedwell, the
English Support Specialist of the British Coun-
cil Armenia, and Farrell Payne, the Senior En-
glish Language Fellow in Yerevan, delivered
keynote addresses.

Theconferencebuilt upon currentinitiatives
connecting English teachers in the South
Caucasusthrough the means of electronic com-
munication and online forums.

“Wheninternational and local organizations
come together, they show the best example of
cooperation and we aregrateful for their involve-
ment,” said Ragsana Mammadova, the Execu-
tive Director of the Azerbaijan English Teachers
Association. “These teachers will return home
totheir countrieswith new knowledge, and with
love for each other, with friendship and oppor-
tunities to cooperate in the future.”

Ragsanna’s sentiments were supported by
Andy Keedwell, who noted, “1 am very pleased
withtheinteraction of theteachersand how they
were ableto look beyond borders and toward a
better English classroom. Though thisisa pro-
fessional conference, it reaches well past the
walls of the schools and the theory of teaching
and into the individuals' lives. More important
than the sessionsthemselvesisthe networking
the teachers have achieved with their regional
colleagues. | am very happy to have been in-
volved with such agroup of dedicated and com-
mitted teachers.”

Highlights of the sessionsinclude the useif
Information Communication Technology mate-
rialsin the language classroom, conflict resolu-
tion and mediation, classroom management, and
task-based learning. Participants, upon return
to their countries, will organize workshops to
share what they have learned, and discussions
begun at this event will be continued on the
Caucasus English Language Teachers (CELT)
list-serv, created after the Caucasus-wideonline
conference in autumn 2003.
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